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Experimental Animal Division of RIKEN BioResource
Research Center (BRC) has been designated since 2002 as
the core facility of mouse resources in the National
BioResource Project (NBRP) of Japan, and collected,
preserved and distributed mice as a model system to
understand human biology and disease mechanisms. We
have so far collected over 9,000 mouse resources generated
by Japanese scientists and made the mice available in high-
quality to 1,490 organizations around the globe. One of our
important challenges is ensuring the quality of genetically-
modified mice created by many scientists with various
methods including genome editing. We have conducted a
strict genetic quality control program for the artificially
mutated alleles prior to distribution. To disseminate among

391

biomedical researchers high-quality mouse resources, we
have participated in the International Mouse Strain
Resource (IMSR) and Asian Mouse Mutagenesis &
Resource Association (AMMRA). In addition, we have
participated in the International Mouse Phenotyping
Consortium (IMPC) to contribute for creation of
comprehensive catalogue of mammalian gene functions.
We have launched since April 2019 a new web corner to
facilitate use of our models for gene functional analysis and
human diseases in addition to “Mouse of the Month”. We
are willing to collaborate with wider scientific community
including clinical researchers and continue our resource
infrastructure operation under the founding principles of
“Trust, Sustainability, and Leadership”.



